
vises national laAvs modeled after the British statutes, Avhich
permit a consumer to sue for damages a dealer avIio supplies
him Avith impure milk.

Dr. Thomas Darlington, New York, advocated that each
community shall look after its own milk supply. He recom¬

mended systematic and constant inspection, in the first place,
and, in the second, the prevention of the sale of any milk
AA'hich is unwholesome and adulterated. Every dairy and
every creamery supplying New York City has already been
inspected. In regard to preventing the sale of unwholesome
milk, he mentioned that the Court of Special Sessions recently
had 200 eases before it. Gastrointestinal diseases have been
markedly reduced since the proper inspection of milk has been
enforced.

Prof. R. A. Pearson, Cornell UniA-ersity, discussed the pro¬
duction of milk under five headings, namely: Health of the
cow ; cleanliness of the coav and her surroundings ; condition
of the utensils in Avhich the milk is handled; cleanliness of the
employßs, including their health, and the cooling and storing
of the milk. Speaking of the tuberculin test, he said that
Avhen farmers clearly understand its true value, they will
Avant this test made. When they are shown by demonstration
that Avhich they fail to understand, they are anxious to have
this test. Very many milk producers are honest and anxious
to do what is right. They need instruction. A campaign of
education has been begun. It needs support. Every milk pro¬
ducer should have the opportunity to know the latest con¬

cerning his business, then many of them will make the de¬
sired improvements in their dairies, and the realization of
ideal dairying Avili go hand in hand Avith the necessity of en¬

forcing laAvs.
Social Ethics as Influenced by Immigration.

Dr. Peter II. Bryce, OttaAA'a, Canada, said that immigrants
are pouring into the United States and Canada at the enor¬

mous rate of a million and a half annually, and it is a grave
question whether this tremendous influx of human flotsam
and jetsam Avili be assimilated or continue a foreign mass

and a menace to the nation. InA'asion of foreign labor has
driven American girls from mills and factories to a higher
plane of employment. But the standard of intelligence is
too low for foreign competition to seriously affect American
mechanics. The mental status of immigrants to-day is higher
than that of many years ago. Steamship companies, forced
by close competition, expend enormous sums in neAV ships, de¬
liberately seeking the immigrant as a means of making up
their losses. This is one of the evils of the problem Avith
Avhich the United States and Canada haATe to contend.

The Mexican delegates reported that their country is con¬

stantly raising the barriers against undesirable immigrants,
and urged that the United States Government at Washing¬
ton formulate a new code of laws that would be suitable for
adoption also by Canada and Mexico.

Trachoma and Immigration.
Dr. Augustin Chacon, Mexico City, said that immigrants

to that republic have been the cause of an epidemic of this
disease of such serious proportions that it will be absolutely
necessary for the government to adopt radical measures for the
protection of the country.

Ophthalmia Neonatorum.
Dr. F. Park Lewis, Buffalo, presented this subject to the

association. A committee was appointed to confer and coop¬
erate with a like committee of the American Medical Associa¬
tion and Avith the committees appointed by other medical
societies, to prevent this disease.

Officers.
The following officers Avere elected for the ensuing year :

President, Dr. Richard H. LeAvis, Raleigh. N. C; first vice-
president, Dr. Gardner T. Swarts, Providence, R. I.; second
A'ice-president, Dr. Charles J. Hodgetts, Toronto, Ontario;
third vice-president, Dr. Manuel Iglesias, Mexico City; treas¬
urer, Dr. Frank W. Wright, New HaA'en, Conn.; secretary,
Dr. Charles 0. Probst, Columbus, Ohio.

Winnipeg, Manitoba, was selected as the place of meeting
in 1908.

Medicolegâl
Not Entitled to Recover from County for Services and Med¬

icines Furnished Prisoners in Jail.
The Supreme Court of Missouri, Division No. 1, says, in the

case of Miller vs. Douglas County, that the plaintiff filed for
allowance and payment, in the county court of Douglas county,
an itemized claim for $116.55 for medical services and drugs
furnished to divers prisoners confined in the jail of that
county during the year 1902. He introduced evidence tending
to show that from time to time, at the request of the sheriff
in some instances, and the request of the jailer in others, and
of the prosecuting attorney in still others, he furnished to
certain prisoners confined in the jail, medicines and medical at¬
tendance of the reasonable value of the amount claimed. By
other evidence he showed that, prior to rendering the services
and furnishing medicines sued for, he had furnished medicine
and services under similar circumstances under some verbal
arrangement with different members of the county court,
which had been paid, and other evidence tending to show that
he relied on this loose arrangement continuing to run and to
cover the medicines and services in suit. It was shown there
was no written contract between the plaintiff and the county
court. There was no evidence that the plaintiff had been ap¬

pointed county physician. There was evidence that the pris¬
oners, or some of them, were confined on charges of murder,
rape, and other felonies. There was no evidence that the
attendance on and medicines furnished to any of these pris¬
oners had been taxed as costs or allowed in fee bills and pay
payment sought in that way.

The county court refused to allow and pay the claim, and
the plaintiff appealed to the circuit court, where, on trial
anew with the aid of a jury, a judgment went in his favor
for $83. But the supreme court holds that the jury shoul 1
have been peremptorily instructed to find for the defendant,
because, by Section 6759 of the Revised Statutes of Missouri
of 1899, it is provided that "no county . . . shall make
any contract, unless the same shall be within the scope of its
powers or be expressly authorized by law, . . . and such
contract, including the consideration, shall be in writing and
dated when made, and shall be subscribed by the parties
thereto, or their agents authorized by law and duly appointed
and authorized in writing." Manifestly the plaintiff could
not maintain his case under the authority of that section.

By Section 1800 it is provided that: "If a claim against a

county be for work and labor done, for material furnished in
good faith by the claimant, under contract with the county
authorities, or with any agent of the county lawfully
authorized, the claimant, if he shall have fulfilled his contract,
shall be entitled to recover the just value of such work, labor
and material, though such authorities or agent may not, in
making such contract, have pursued the form of proceedings
prescribed by law." But the plaintiff's suit could not be main¬
tained under that section, for there was no contract entered
into with the county authorities, or with any agent of the
county lawfully authorized, and lawful authority is a con¬
dition precedent to the making of a contract under that sec¬

tion, even if the section be construed broad enough to include
professional labor and medicine.

By Section 8134 it is provided that: "In case any prisoner
confined in#the jail be sick, and, in the judgment of the jailer,
needs a physician or medicine, said jailer shall procure the
necessary medicine or medical attention, the costs of which
shall be taxed and paid as other costs in criminal cases; or the
county court may, in their discretion, employ a physician by
the year, to attend said prisoners, and make such reasonable
charge for his services and medicine, when required, to be
taxed and collected as aforesaid." That section is authority
fer a jailer to procure the necessary medicine or medical at¬
tention to a sick prisoner in his custody. But it is expressly
provided that the costs of such medical attention and medicines
''shall be taxed and paid as other costs in criminal cases."
Costs in criminal cases are taxed by the proper officers, are

certified by fee bills under the official oaths of prosecuting
attorneys and judges of the various circuit courts, and are
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paid either by the county or by the state, as the case may be,
on such certified fee bills. Manifestly, the plaintiff could not
recoA'er under Section 8134. That section further provides that
the county court may employ a physician by the year; but the
plaintiff did not contend there Avas any such appointment.

Wherefore, the court says that under no statute known to it
could this suit be maintained, and therefore the judgment
obtained must be reA'ersed.

Practice of Medicine by Farmer with Cancer Cure.—Meaning
of Provision as to "Domestic Msdicine."

The Supreme Court of Kansas affirms, in the. case of State
vs. Huff, a conviction on a charge of violating the statute
Avhich forbids any one to practice medicine who has not re¬

ceived a certificate of qualification from the state board of
medical registration and examination. It says that there Avas

little room for contrOA'ersy as to the facts in the case. The
defendant took the stand in his OAvn behalf, and testified that
he was a farmer; that he Avas not a doctor; that he manufac¬
tured from vegetables grown on his own farm what he believed
to be a remedy for cancer; that he had used it on from 50
to 75 different patients, one of Avliom was Mrs. Stewart, the
person named in the second count of the information; that he
applied it himself, describing the process thus: "I take a little
stick and get a little medicine on it, and put it on the cancer,
the diseased part, and that Avorks from fifteen minutes to half
an hour, until it works the strength out of the medicine, and
I then clean that off and apply it again." The state's evidence
showed, or tended to shoAV, that the defendant had treated
Mrs. Stewart under a contract, by the terms of which he was
to receive $50 down and a like amount when a cure should be
effected; that the first $50 had been paid to him.

It was -claimed on behalf of the defendant that the evidence,
the scope of which was fairly indicated by the foregoing
statement, did not Avarrant a conviction under the pleading,
inasmuch as the application of the purported remedy was a

surgical operation, Avhile the information charged only the
practice of medicine, and noAvhere even mentioned surgery.
But the court considered that to discuss the technical distinc¬
tions relied on to sustain this contention would be a useless
waste of effort. The court Avas concerned only with the in¬
terpretation of the Kansas act, Avhich provides that for its
purposes any one shall be regarded as practicing medicine and
surgery "avIio shall prescribe, or avIio shall recommend for a

fee, for like use, any drug or medicine . . . for the cure or
relief of any . . . infirmity or disease of another
person." The language quoted Avas followed in the informa¬
tion, and, if the defendant's acts were Avithin its terms, it
was immaterial whether they also amounted to the practice
of surgery.

But it was further argued that "the prescribing and recom¬
mending denounced by the act refers to drugs and medicines
to be used by the patient himself," and that as the defendant
in this ease applied the remedy he Avas not within the terms
of this part of the statute. Possibly the word "prescribe"
may sometimes have the meaning thus attributed to it,
although it is not clear why the same person may not pre¬
scribe and administer a remedy. But a broader intention is
evidenced by the accompanying phrase "or recommend for a
fee for like use," which appears to have been employed to
guard against any narroAV or technical construction. The jury
were abundantly justified in finding that the defendant did not
contract for the payment to him of the $100 either as the
purchase price of the material he furnished, or as compensa¬
tion for his service in applying it, but that the charge was es¬

sentially one for imparting his peculiar knowledge of its
curatiA'e powers, and that the transaction therefore amounted
to recommending a medicine for a fee within the letter and
spirit of the laAv.

Several assignments of error involved the consideration of
the meaning of the provision of the medical act that nothing
therein shall apply to "the administration of domestic med¬
icines." The trial court instructed the jury that: "The term
'domestic medicines,' as used in this laAv, means medicines as

practiced by unprofessional persons in their OAvn families or

households." This instruction was manifestly based on the

definition of the phrase "domestic medicine," found in several
standard dictionaries. The Century and Imperial define it as

"medicine as practiced by unprofessional persons in their own

families;" the Encyclopedic as "the practice or use of med¬
icine by unprofessional persons in their own households."

Objection was taken to the application made of these defi¬
nitions on the somewhat plausible ground that "medicine" is
there used abstractly, referring to the science or practice of
medicine, while in the statute "medicines" is obviously used
concretely, referring to substances, as a synonym for "rem¬
edies." The force of this objection is lessened by having re¬

gard to the entire phrase employed in the statute—"the ad¬
ministration of domestic medicines." Although it can hardly
be strictly accurate to say that the bare words "domestic
medicines" means "medicine as practiced by unprofessional
persons in their own families," the expression, "the administra¬
tion of domestic remedies," taken by itself, might well be
thought to mean just that. Of course, if the instruction con¬

veyed a correct idea as to the force of the statute, it is not
material that it was open to verbal criticism.

The Kansas medical act does not follow closely that of any
other state, but it bears internal evidence of having been
modeled in part on the Ohio statute of 1900, where the cor¬

responding language is that the act shall not be construed to
prohibit "the domestic administration of family remedies."
Precisely the same expression is found in the laws of Cali¬
fornia, Massachusetts and New Mexico. Those of Indiana and
Utah read, "the administration of family remedies;" of Ne¬
braska, "the administration of ordinary household remedies."
In Illinois, in a recent revision, "the domestic administration
of family remedies" was changed to "the administration of
domestic or family remedies." These slightly different but
substantially similar phrases seem intended to express the
same essential thought. That they were in such general use

when the Kansas statute was enacted suggests a purpose to
cover about the same ground by the words, "the administra¬
tion of domestic medicines;" that is, the domestic administra¬
tion of medicine—the administration of medicine in one's own

family.
The court quotes further from the lexicographers, and then

says that the greatest difficulty with the view adopted by the
trial court seems to be that, as the statute permits gratuitous
services of all kinds, there could be little or no force to a

further provision that any one might administer medicine in
his own family, inasmuch as it can hardly be thought to have
been within the contemplation of the legislature that a

charge would ever be made for such administration. This
difficulty is so serious that rather than attempt its solution
the court prefers to inquire whether under any reasonable
view of the law the defendant could have been prejudiced by
the instruction referred to. It thinks that he could not.

The defendant's attorney maintained, in effect, that no defi¬
nition of the word "domestic" was necessary; that it is a prim¬
itive word, not capable of being made clearer by other terms;
that only confusion could result from an attempt to explain
it; that it should have been left to the jury to say what
domestic medicines were, and whether the substance applied
by the defendant was a domestic medicine. To this the court
can not agree. There are, of course, it says, some words
which are so common and so well understood that they re¬

quire no definition; but "domestic" is not one of them. It is
susceptible of a variety of meanings, and shades of meaning,
according to the connection in which it is employed. As used
in the statute, the court does not believe that it referred to
medicines of home manufacture, or to those manufactured
from vegetables grown at home. If it did not have the pre¬
cise meaning attributed to it by the trial court it must have
had much the same force as in the pharmacy act. No other
reasonable construction occurs to the supreme court, and none
was suggested. There it is provided that "in rural districts,
where there is no registered pharmacist within five miles, it
shall be lawful for retail dealers to procure license from the
board of pharmacy at a fee of $2.50 annually, to sell the usual
domestic remedies and medicines." In determining the mean¬

ing of this the court is aided by judicial and legislative con¬

struction.
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The phrase "domestic medicines," referring to those rem¬

edies which are in fact used by a non-professional person in
his own home, appears to have been diverted from its original
and literal import, perhaps in part by the addition of the
qualification "usual," so as to signify such substances as are

commonly kept by non-professional persons in their own

homes for use as remedies in the absence of a physician, being
necessarily substances the effect of which is a matter of gen¬
eral knowledge, so that no special training is required for
their safe administration. If this signification be accepted as

that intended in the medical law, it is obvious that cases may
arise in which it is proper to submit to a jury the question
whether a particular remedy, which a defendant may be
charged with administering under such circumstances as to
make the act unlawful, was a domestic medicine; but no such
situation Avas presented here. There was nothing in the evi¬
dence in this case to suggest that the substance applied by the
defendant Avas one in common use or one the effect of Avhich
was generally understood.

Apart from this, other considerations compel the conclusion
stated. The statute in general terms forbids one not having
a certificate to practice medicine. It adds that any person
shall be regarded as practicing medicine who shall prescribe or

recommend for a fee for like use any drug or medicine; that
registered osteopaths may practice their profession, but "shall
not administer drugs or medicine of any kind;" and that noth¬
ing in the act shall "apply to the administration of domestic
medicine" or "prohibit gratuitous services." It Avould defeat
the manifest purpose of the law to hold that under these pro¬
visions a defendant, charged and proved to have received
money for recommending a certain substance as a cure for dis¬
ease, might exculpate himself by showing that the substance
he recommended Avas a domestic medicine, in the sense that
it Avas a Avell-known remedy, the effect of which Avas a mat¬
ter of common knowledge. A non-professional person is per¬
mitted under the law to administer domestic medicines, but
not to take pay for recommending their use. The theory of
the state is that one who proposes to ask and receive com¬

pensation for advice as to the use of medicines thereby holds
himself out as possessed of special and peculiar information
on the «ubject, and that it is the province of the state to see

that he possesses it, or in default of proof thereof to prevent
his making the unfounded claim a source of revenue. To the
charge that an incompetent person had unlawfully taken pay
for recommending the use of a particular remedy it is no
answer to say that the remedy is one the effect of which is a

matter of common knowledge, and Avhich for that reason may
be administered by any one Avithout a violation of the law.

Under the defendant's OAvn statement he Avas guilty of the
offense charged against him, if, for a fee, he recommended the
use of his medicine as a remedy for cancer, whether it was a

"domestic medicine" or not. The jury by their verdict found
that he did so, and the evidence abundantly justified the
verdict. The instruction referred to therefore could not have
prejudiced him, and constituted no error of which he could com¬

plain.

Current Medical Literature
AMERICAN.

Titles marked with an asterisk (*) are abstracted below.
New York Medical Journal.

October 5.
1 'Morbid Impulses and Their Medicolegal Importance.  . Gor¬

don. Philadelphia.
2 Varieties of Tuberculosis According to Race and Social Con¬

dition. W.«Hutchinson, New York.
3 *Incarceration of the Retrodisplaced Gravid Uterus. C. W.

Barrett. Chicago.
4 Intratympanlc Operations Under Local Anesthesia. M. J.

Ballin, New York.
5 'Adhesive Plaster for the Cure of External Diseases and Le¬

sions. M. B. Hutchins, Atlanta, Ga.
6 'Hypertrophie Wandering Spleen with Torsion of the Pedicle.

M. S. Kakels. New York.
7 Treatment of Tuberculous Cystitis. J. M. Garrett, Buffalo.
8 Congenital Syphilis. W. B. Jennings, New York.

1. Morbid Impulses.—Gordon describes the characteristic
features of an obsession as ( 1 ) lucidity as to the phenomenon ;

(2) energetic struggle against the invaded thought, and (3)
moral torture. The elements of morbid impulses are (a) sud¬
den function of a center, or of a group of isolated centers
without participation of reason; (b) momentary impulses of
Avili controlling the act. After considering at length the
nature and character of obsessions and morbid impulses, the
author deals Avith the question of responsibility in such cases.
He points out that some jurists are loath to accept the mod¬
ern scientific principles of anthropology, and adds: "It is of
course proper to advise, as they do, to moderate the passions
and to learn to control them, but this  possible only for a
brain free from any hereditary or acquired taint. It is just as
difficult to control and direct the operation of a brain whose
anatomie and functional integrity is affected, as it is to hold
oneself straight Avith a spinal column which is scoliosed or
otherwise deviated." The first point to be determined by the
expert in regard to a person accused of crime is AA'hether he
is insane or only a neuropathic individual affected Avith ob¬
sessions and morbid impulses. A morbid obsession is char¬
acterized by a combination of absence of motive for the crime,
perfect integrity of conscience, and a preceding mental strug¬
gle. In the first stages of a mental affection, in epilepsy be¬
tween the attacks, in some cases of paranoia, the decision as to
insanity is more difficult, and the expert must surround him¬
self with all possible precautions before deciding on the
patient's responsibility. The determination of the degree of
responsibility should also be placed in the hands of an
alienist, Avho alone is capable of determining it. The author
protests against the legal idea of responsibility, Avhich con¬
siders that a man may be sane before or after the crime is
committed, but insane during the act: "For if the delusive
ideas are apt to originate in the brain, the function of its
constituent elements is certainly disturbed. In such a brain
one certain delusion may be formed and then remain fixed, but
by the very reason of this fact this brain must be considered
diseased, and misconceptions Avith misinterpretations may be¬
come manifested at any moment."

The corollary from this is that a neuropath presenting
episodic paroxysms of pathologic impulses can not be con¬
sidered fully responsible for his criminal tendencies and acts,
and that instead of being committed to prison he should be
removed from society and placed safely to undergo medical
treatment. Other points laid down by the author are the
administration of houses of correction by alienists and peda¬
gogues, special institutions Avith medical attention for youthful
criminals, and prophylactic measures as a part of social
hygiene to replace the completion of criminals intellectually
and morally defective.

3. Retrodisplaced Gravid Uterus.—Barrett concludes as fol¬
lows :

1. Although pregnancy may be a means of correcting some cases
of retrodisplacement, each case of pregnancy and each case of retro-
displacement has added clinical significance when the two conditions
are combined.

2. With the onset of pregnancy a retrodisplaced uterus should be
returned to normal position as soon as possible aod supervised
during the early months of pregnancy.

3. An irreducible retrodisplaced gravid uterus may be given time
to rise out of the pelvis with growth if symptoms of early or late
incarceration do not present.4. An irreducible retrodisolaced gravid uterus that shows early
symptoms of incarceration which might lead   abortion, or late
incarceration, with its attendant evils, should be replaced by means
of a celiotomy ; the complications should be dealt with, and a rad¬
ical operation should be performed to permanently cure the retro-
displacement.

5. Cases of late incarceration may be met in which gangiene.
septicemia, peritonitis, uremia, etc., may contraindícate celiotomy
for replacement and in which drainage of the bladder, drainage of
the peritoneum, emptying of the uterus, or hysterectomy may be
indicated.

6. The latter cases, now uncommon, will be rare indeed if the
former teaching is generally accented.

7. Careful celiotomy will seldom be the cause of abortion, but
abortion will sometimes follow the operation as a result of the in¬
carceration.

8. This, instead of contraindicating an operation, points to the
necessity of earlier operative measures.

0. This earlier resort to operative treatment appeals to the judg¬
ment of the patient and the physician when it can be shown fiiat a
radical cure of the displacement and its complications is feasible.

5. Adhesive Plaster Treatment of Abscesses.—Hutchins Avrites
a further paper on the treatment of boils, abscesses, etc., by a

small incision, the expression of the contents until blood and
serum begin to appear and the cavity is milked dry, swabbing
Avith 95 per cent, carbolic acid, applying a small pad of cotton,
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